Editorial
Professor G L Wilde-James Clayton Award winner for the second time Geoffrey L Wilde, OBE, CEng, FIMechE, FRAeS, FRSA, was born in London on 21 May 1917. After leaving school in 1933 with the Oxford School Certificate he began a five year apprenticeship with Daimler Company Limited in Coventry, spending three and a half years 'in the works' and a further one and a half in the design office. He graduated from his apprenticeship in 1938 having obtained an ONC with honours in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering in 1935 and a prize-winning HNC in Mechanical Engineering in 1937.
On completion of his apprenticeship he joined Rolls-Royce (Derby) as an engineering graduate in the aero engine test department, where he worked on power development and supercharging of the Merlin engine until 1942. In that year he was made Head of the Centrifugal and Axial Compressor Research and Development Department. In this post he was responsible for the first rig tests of the Whittle jet engine centrifugal compressor and its subsequent development, and later for the design and development of the BRM racing car supercharger. 1956 brought another career move when he became an Advanced Projects Engineer, here he worked on the RB128 supersonic engine and the RB141 civil turbofan, from which the Spey was developed. This led to the post of Chief of Preliminary Design in 1960 and for the next seven years he was involved with the RB 199 high performance military turbofan for multi-role variable geometry combat aircraft (Tornado); the RBI89 lift jet of 20 : 1 thrustweight ratio; the RB2I 1 three-shaft turbofan for large civil transport (L1011); and the RBI72 (Adour) military engine for strike aircraft (Jaguar) and training aircraft (Hawk).
Between 1967 and 1971 he was Chief Engineer for Advanced Projects, the main responsibility being the development of the Trent three-shaft engine for short haul civil aircraft. The next three years to 1974 saw him as Chief High Temperature Engineer responsible for development of a high temperature demonstrator engine ; a high temperaturehigh pressure turbine blade cascade facility ; high temperature rig testing of air-cooled turbines ; and future development planning for the RB211.
In 1974 he became Chief of Advanced Projects and Technology. Projects over the next four years were the RB246 advanced combat military engine; the RB248 three-shaft low fuel consumption turbofan ; the mid-gear mid-fan turbofan engine for low fuel consumption; and the RB252 variable cycle military combat engine for conventional take-off or VSTOL aircraft. Geoffrey Wilde retired from Rolls-Royce in 1979 after an illustrious engineering career with the company spanning 41 years. It is of course difficult to imagine that he actually really retired, and of course he didn't. Rolls-Royce retained him as a consultant to assist in the encouragement of young people and university graduates to take up careers in engineering design, something he has in fact tried to do throughout his career. His interests in education include acting as External Examiner for the MSc degree at Cranfield University (1973-77) There have, of course, been many official recognitions of Geoffrey Wilde's achievements. He has twice won the Akroyd Stuart Prize of the Royal Aeronautical Society (1966 and 1977) . The James Clayton Award is the most prestigious the Institution of Mechanical Engineers has to offer, it's terms of reference are: 'to be awarded to a member of the Institution 6f any grade, who, in the opinion of Council, contributes most in that year (or over recent years) to modern engineering science-by way of research, invention, experimental work or a treatise or a paper on a modern engineering subject or originality in engineering design or by service to engineering'. Professor Wilde has, by any standards, had an outstanding career, extending well beyond normal retirement. His contribution to the innovative design and devlopment of aero engines is second to none, his service to the engineering design community likewise. At the age of 77 years he has been awarded the James Clayton Prize for the second time. Professor Geoffrey L Wilde won the award not only for the paper that you will find to read, printed first in this issue of the Journal, but on all of the other counts in the citation as well.
Long may he enjoy his 'retirement'.
John Hodgkinson Editor
